
“And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM : and he 

said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM 

hath sent me unto you.  And God said moreover unto Moses, 

Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD 

God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is 

my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all genera-

tions.ò 

Exodus 3:14-15 KJV 

GODôS HOLY DAYS 

2010 
 

March 29th 

Lordôs Supper 

(observed evening before at  

Sundown ) 
 

March 30th ïApril 5th 

Feast of Unleavened Bread*  
 

May 23rd 

 Pentecost* 
 

September 9th  

Feast of Trumpets* 
 

September 18th 

Day of Atonement* 
 

September 23rd-29th 

Feast of Tabernacles* 
 

September 30th 

Last Great Day* 

*begins evening before 
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     ñBe still, and know that 

I am God: I will be exalted 

among the heathen, I will be 

exalted in the earth.ò  

Psalm 42:10 
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NEWSLETTER          FEBRUARY 2010 

 

THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD  
 

     Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
 

     Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 

any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 

is in the water under the earth. 
 

     Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 

Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 

the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 

commandments. 
 

     Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the 

Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
 

     Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

     Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work. 

     But the seventh day is the Sabbath to the Lord thy God; in it thou 

shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manser-

vant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 

thy gates: 

     For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 

that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed 

the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 
 

     Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon 

the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
 

     Thou shalt not kill. 
 

     Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
 

     Thou shalt not steal. 
 

     Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
 

     Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 

nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s. 

Exodus 20:3-17 

      

“We will go where the Spirit of 

God leads, and teach the Good 

News of the coming Kingdom 

of God.” 

ñBlessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the 

LORD.  Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him 

with the whole heart.  They also do no iniquity: they walk in his 

ways.  Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. O 

that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!  Then shall I not be 

ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.ò  

Psalm 119:1-6 

 

     ñIt is better to trust in the 

LORD than to put confidence 

in man.ò Psalm 118:8 
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PRAISES TO GOD 
 

If God has answered your prayers, let us know so we 

can give Him the praise that He deserves. 
 

 

1. Marlene Brown.  Her blood pressure is back 

within normal pressure.   

2. Stephanie Downard. She was recently laid off, 

but thanks to God answering our prayers, she will 

return to work the second week of February. 

CONTINUED PRAYER FOR:  
 

 We will list all requests for one month unless we 

are notified to keep them on longer.   It is very important 

that we are kept updated on progress.  

 

 
  

           

1. Pray for our brethren in Trinidad & Tobago 

and in Central Africa.  
2. Pray for our brethren in the Philippines. 

3. Loreene Bennett: (Jeanaôs grandmother) Has 

Alzheimerôs. She recently had another stroke. 

4. Pray for our brethren in the Philippines that 

they will be protected from any effects of the vol-

cano that is erupting several miles south of them. 

5. Helen Curran. Helen has been in a rest home for 

some time with Alzheimer's now and Norman 

says that they have brought in hospice to make 

her comfortable.   

6. Sasha Petrovic. Pray that God will watch over 

him in Serbia.  There is a lot of turmoil there. 

7. Chelsey Lester.  Pray that she will receive and 

accept the help she needs to overcome an addic-

tion.  

8. Jeana Boothôs nieces new born baby Eliza-

beth. They are monitoring a hole in her heart. It 

is also believed that the baby may have been 

dropped while in the hospital.   

9. Mary Starbuck. Needs continued healing for her 

leg. 

10. Mary Lewis. Recently lost her niece to cancer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 *****Continue to pray daily for 

Godôs people scattered throughout the 

world.  Satan is continuing his attack upon 

Godôs people and these attacks will con-

tinue to grow in severity as the end times 

draw closer.  We need to stay in the Word 

of God, hold fast to our faith and lift one 

another up in prayers.  
 

 

 

 

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 

man is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

ñThank You for Your Prayers!ò 

Entered Into Rest 

12-31-09 
 

Mr. Berlin Shropshire  
 

 Mr. Shropshire was the grandfather of 

Jeana Booth and his health had been declining 

for over a year.  Please continue to pray for 

comfort for his family during this time of loss.  

Thanks. 

NEW PRAYER REQUESTS: 
1. Alan Perry. The doctors were concerned that he 

may have a problem with his lungs.  He was going 

in for tests on the 21st of January, but we havenôt 

heard the results yet.   

2. Jeana Booth. Sheôs recovering from pneumonia 

at this time. 

3. John Booth. May have a sinus infection.  

4. Brett Bearden.  This young man was found to 

have strep throat and after having a blood test, his 

parents were told  to get him to Childrenôs Mercy 

hospital right away.  We donôt know the reason at 

this time.  

5. Barrett Aschenbrenner.  This young man needs 

prayers for guidance and protection.  

6. Cathy Perry. Is in the hospital and needs our 

prayers for strength, guidance and healing. 
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Stephen & Teresa Hicks 

(816) 380-7821 
 

E-mail Address: 

goodnewsminister@earthlink.net 

As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 

  

people.  We can see many examples of Jesus listening or 

watching things going on around Him and then speaking up 

to try to resolve the situation. 

 One example is when, as they were walking along, 

Jesusô disciples were having a discussion amongst them-

selves and Jesus overheard it. It is in Mark 9:33-34 ñAnd 

he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked 

them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by 

the way? But they held their peace: for by the way they 

had disputed among themselves, who should be the 

greatest.ò 

 This could have turned into a very big problem, but 

Jesus overheard it and handled it. If you read through the 

Gospels you will find other instances where Jesus was al-

ways aware of what was going on around Him.  

 This article is not aimed at any certain individuals, 

but is a warning to all of the members of Godôs Church to 

remind us all that it is important that we do not get into a 

habit of just playing church.   

 In travelling around sharing the Gospel in many 

churches I have noticed a pattern that begins to develop 

overtime with many members and that is a relaxed attitude 

about the Holy Days, the Sabbath and other church activi-

ties such as Bible studies.  Sadly, some feel that all they 

need to do is to make an appearance occasionally and that is 

enough.   

 Have you every wondered why there are always 

more people present on the first and Last Day of the Feast 

of Tabernacles, then there are throughout the rest of the 

Feast, or do you ever question why anyone could be in such 

a hurry to get home from one of Godôs Feast days, some 

leaving before the day is even over?  I could never under-

stand how anyone could ever feel that the Sabbath day is a 

burden in their lives because they believe it interferes with 

other things they want to do.   

 Isnôt amazing how we will do whatever it takes to 

get ourselves up in the morning to go to work, but are un-

able to get up on the Sabbath to make it to service on time, 

or to make it at all.  Or, why will we sit down on Friday 

night and watch T.V. or read a book instead of reading 

Godôs Word, or joining in a Bible?  How is it that many 

people will chomp at the bit to spread the local tales or gos-

sip, but when it comes to sharing a witness about Godôs 

Word with someone or calling brethren on the phone to 

visit, they will shy away? 

 When we fall into this kind of pattern are we simply 

just playing church?  Are we just putting on a show, so that 

people will say and believe that we are good Christian peo-

ple?  Are we serving God only when itôs convenient to us, 

whenever it doesnôt interfere with anything else we desire 

to do?   

 Iôm not asking these questions to be judgmental, 

but Iôm asking them to get us to look inside ourselves and to 

be honest with ourselves and to be  (continued on Page 9) 

“Are we  

serving God 

only when itôs  

convenient  

to us?” 

ARE YOU PLAYING CHURCH?  

 
 When I was younger, my siblings and I would 

spend the days outside, creating our own adventures 

and I remember my little sister always liked to pre-

tend she was preaching to a large group of people.  

She would carry a bible with her and she would find 

her a cardboard box or an old stump, then once she 

would get set up, she would begin pounding the box 

and sharing her sermon.  

 Most of the time her audience was the dog or 

whatever barnyard animals were walking through the 

area, but she would be talking with a loud voice and 

pounding on her makeshift pulpit.  

 She was still young when she did this and most 

of the words she spoke didnôt make a lot of sense, but 

she was really dedicated.  She was playing church and 

the reason I shared this is because sadly there are 

many people today that are just playing church.   

 I know that some of you reading this article are 

probably thinking, ñHow could he say something like 

this?ò  Well I say it because it is true.   

 This may seem odd to some of you reading this 

article, but one of my hobbies has always been to watch 

people to see how they treat other people, to see how they 

react to certain situations or to watch how they handle 

adversities and I look for patterns that develop in their 

lives.  I not only watch people but I listen, not trying to 

listen to the latest gossip so that I can pass it along, but 

just the general conversations that people may be having 

around me.   

 Over the years I have heard church members, on 

the Sabbath, say things like, ñI should have stayed in bed 

today,ò or ñAs soon as service is over Iôm heading back 

home because I want to watch the football or basketball 

game thatôs on,ò or ñTheyôre having a great sale at the 

store today that I donôt want to miss.ò   

 As a minister of God I believe that it is my duty 

to listen and to watch in order to try and head off oncom-

ing situations or problems that may arise amongst Godôs  
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1. His wife 

(Matt.27:19) 

2. Joel (2:28) 

3. Peter at Pente-

cost 

(Acts2:17) 

4. Marry Mary, 

take diff. route 

out of Bethle-

hem, flee to 

Egypt, and re-

turn from 

Egypt 

(Matt.1:18-

2:23) 

5. Nebuchadnez-

zar (Dan. 4:5-

17) 

6. A lion, a bear, 

a leopard, and 

a monster with 

iron teeth 

(Dan.7) 

7. Gold, silver, 

brass, and iron 

(Dan.2:31-35) 

8. A cake of bar-

ley bread 

(Judg.7:13) 

9. An under-

standing heart 

and good judg-

ment (1K.3:5-

10) 

10. The pharaoh, 

his baker, and 

his butler 

(Gen.40-41) 

11. Laban, Jacobs 

father in-law 

(Gen.31:29) 

12. Joseph 

(Gen.37:2-11) 

13. Jacob 

(Gen.28:10-

15)  

ANSWERS TO LAST 

MONTHS PUZZLE JUST FOR FUN! 
The following trivia questions will be a mix of easy, fairly easy, hard, which may or may not be 

challenging.  Please donôt be discouraged if you donôt know some of the answers, just challenge 

yourself to learn.  All answers will be published in the next monthôs newsletter. 
 

 
 

1. What did God change Jacobs name to? 

 

 

2. Who was told by God to name his son Maher-shalal-hash-baz? 

 

 

3. Who told Joseph what Jesusô name would be? 

 

 

4. What prophet was told by God to name his son Lo-ammi? 

 

 

5. Who told Hagar to name his son Ishmael? 

 

 

6. What did God change Abramôs name to? 

 

 

7. Who was told by an angel that his son was to be named John? 

 

 

8. What prophet told the priest Pashur that his new name was to be Magor-missabib? 

 

 

9. What did God call his human creation? 

 

 

10. What new name did Jesus give to Simon? 

 

 

11. What was Hosea told to name his daughter? 

 

 

12. What was Saraiôs name changed to? 

 

 

13. Who was told to name his son Solomon? 

 

 

14. Who was told to name his firstborn son Jezreel? 

 

 

15. Who told Mary her son was to be named Jesus? 
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FEBRUARY 2010 
 

 

 

February 6th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building  
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

 

 

 

February 13th - Sabbath Service, 1:30 

P.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Topeka & Shawnee County Library 
1515 SW 10th Ave. 

Topeka, Kansas 66604 

1-785-580-4495 
 

 

 

 
 

February 20th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building  
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

 

 

February 27th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building  
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 

Lunch & fellowship after service.  

Please bring a side dish if you can.  
 

 

 
 
 

'  Live Audio Broadcast 

 

 

MARCH 2010 
 

 

 

March 6th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building  
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

 

 

 

March 13th - Sabbath Service, 1:30 P.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Topeka & Shawnee County Library 
1515 SW 10th Ave. 

Topeka, Kansas 66604 

1-785-580-4495 
 

 

 

 

March 20th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building  
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

 

 

March 27th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building  
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 

Lunch & fellowship after service. 

Please bring a side dish if you can. 
 

 

Times, Locations & Speakers are subject to change. All 

changes will be posted on the K.C. website.  

For directions to any of these locations call the  

numbers listed, call 816-380-7821, or if you have internet ac-

cess you can get directions at: 

www.mapquest.com 
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HOW I LEARNED TO LIVE ONE DAY AT A TIME  
By Nancy Miles 

 

Yesterday is historyétomorrow is a mysteryébut today is a gift and that is why it is calledé. 

òTHE PRESENTò 
     Author Unknown 

 

 ñOne day at a timeò is a phrase that I have heard most of my life, from many different sources.  My 

grandmother used to say, ñNancy, you must live one day at a time.ò  Then someone else once told me, ñIf you 

dwell in the past, you are bringing yesterdayôs problems into your present time.ò  Then, I heard that if we have 

one foot in the past and one in the future we will miss the joy of living in the present. 
 

 There was even a popular song entitled, ñOne Day at a Time,ò which was sung by Christy Lane.  I believe 

that this song has a lot of truth in it and seems more like a prayer that one would pray.  Jesus gave the same ad-

vice to His disciples when He was here on the earth.  Matthew 6:34: ñTake therefore no thought for the mor-

row, for the morrow will take thought for the things of itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.ò 
 

 Over thirty years ago I decided to check myself and see if I was really living in present time.  I suspected 

that I had failed to stay out of the past but, I was totally shocked to discover that I had never really left the past 

behind after all.  I also discovered that I was wallowing in self pity, childish jealousies, holding grudges and 

plagued by feelings of guilt and hopelessness.  I had brought these unsolved problems into my present time, 

mostly because I had never dealt with them.  
 

 At the same time, I noticed that I was worrying about the future and about the fearful things to come upon 

the earth.  Of course, I knew about Godôs plan to save this world from total destruction and bring salvation to our 

lost race.  It is a comfort to know this truth and that everything will turn out right in the end.  It was the time in 

between that worried me.  
 

 So, I decided to make a concentrated effort to stay in the present time.  It wasnôt easy and many times I 

would fall back into my old ways.  However, each time that I fell back into the past and returned to the present, I 

gained new strength and understanding, be it ever so small.  God kept working with me on the subject giving me 

wisdom and insight until I was finally able to face and deal with my problems.  No, it hasnôt been easy but, it was 

a wonderful thing in my life.  I have finally come to see that to stay in the present time is a lifetime endeavor.  By 

the way, staying in the present also freed me from my fears and worries about the future. 
 

 I learned that as we let the past go one day at a time and then embrace our future as it becomes today we 

will always believing in the present where God dwells.  One thing that we can be assured of is that as we em-

brace each present day, we will find our Father and Christ waiting for us there.  This is a great secret (that the 

presence of God) is in the present.  Jeremiah 23:23: ñAm I not a God at hand, (present) and not a God who is 

far off?ò (past and future, emphasis mine.)  
 

 The truth is that mankind can only deal with one day at a time.  God knew this long ago when He created 

the human race.  He created the weekly cycle for a great purpose.  Not only do we work six days and rest on the 

seventh day, (a marvelous law of God) but, the six workdays can also be a tool that we can use to overcome our 

sins and build character. 

 I have been able to help others because of the things that I have learned.  I still remember vividly the day 

that my grandson, Danny, came for a special visit.  Right away I noticed that he had a furrowed brow, slumped 

shoulders and seemed confused.  Danny had always loved his country and he also had a big dream.  He wanted to 

be a medic in the Navy.  He had enlisted in the U.S. Navy and hoped after boot camp to obtain a job in a military 

hospital in the states.  However, circumstances took a different turn for him. 

 One day the Marines came to his base looking for a few good men for their Medical Corps.  They chose 

Danny and sent him to their boot camp in California and later he would be stationed  in (Continued on next Page)  
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Japan.  He said, ñGrandma Nancy, what am I going to do?  I 

signed up for five years in the Navy, but circumstances have 

turned all my plans completely upside down and I donôt 

know if I can make it through the next five years or not.ò 

 

 Dannyôs problem wasnôt that he was dwelling in the 

past but, that he was trying to live in the future before it even 

arrived.  So, I gave him the advice my grandmother had 

given me so long ago about living one day at a time.  I told 

him to do his very best each day, donôt worry about anything 

and then go to sleep each night and rest.  Then, when the 

next day arrives get up that day and do your very best taking 

advantage of any opportunities that come your way.  Soon 

you will discover that your days have turned to weeks, your 

weeks to months, and your months to years.  Danny took my 

advice and he made it just fine.  After that he traveled all 

over the Orient with the Marines setting up M.A.S.H. Units 

and he even had a part in treating the sick and injured after 

the big tsunami.  

 

 Today he is studying to be a doctor and goes to 

school on the G.I. bill.  Recently he called me on the phone 

and told me that he had never forgotten the good advice that 

I had given him and that he was considering going back into 

the military as a Navy doctor.  The Navy had offered to pay 

for all of his educational expenses and he would be able to 

retire in fifteen years.  How I rejoiced to see Dannyôs new 

attitude about the future! 

 The present is where we grow and gain understand-

ing and knowledge.  Each day that we arise in the morning is 

a type of the resurrection and the work we do during the day 

is a type of our work in the Kingdom.  Each night we can 

think about our day and repent of all of our sins asking the 

Father to blot them out through the blood of Jesus.  Then 

before we go to sleep we can ask God to help and strengthen 

us and to watch over us and our family through the night.  

This is when we let the past go and as time goes on we will 

discover that we are resting and sleeping more peaceably 

than before.  

 As we let go of our past, one day at a time, we also 

embrace our future one day at a time.  Actually, we canôt 

have a correct view of the past or the future unless we live in 

the present.  From this vantage point we have a better under-

standing of both the past and the future.  Actually, we have 

hope and a bright future to look forward to and arenôt we 

glad that all things are in the most capable hands in the uni-

verse?  

 Donôt worry that you might forget the good memo-

ries that occurred in your past.  I once thought that I had to 

struggle to keep my good memories of the past.   

There were some things that I didnôt want to forget, such as 

the love and companionship that my grandparents gave to me 

and the memories of growing up with my childhood friends.  

I finally came to realize that God only blots out the sin and 

darkness in our lives and not our good memories or the les-

sons we have learned in this life.  When we arise each day we 

retain the god memories automatically.  This operation is a 

type of how we will retain the good character that God helps 

us to build in this life and it will be a part of us forever after 

our resurrection. 

 

 The seven day weekly cycle will always play a huge 

part in our lives.  Actually, it is a separate covenant which 

God has made with mankind.  This covenant will always keep 

us mindful of whom the true God is.  Six days we work and 

follow our pursuits and rest the seventh day.  On this day we 

meet with brethren of like mind, worship and honor God in 

prayer, bible study and singing praises to Him and fellowship.  

Your Sabbath day will be even more blessed by living in the 

present because just as Godôs presence is in the present time 

of each day, He has placed an even greater portion of His 

presence into the Holy Sabbath Day.  Truly, the Sabbath was 

made for man! 

 The weekly cycle is a great blessing for mankind.  

Each weekday we are reminded of the six days of creation 

and the seventh day Sabbath when both man and God rested 

together.  

 There will eventually come a day that we will let the 

past go and embrace the future as it becomes the present and 

BEHOLD!...WE WILL JOYFULLY DISCOVER THAT 

PRESENT DAY IS THE RESURRECTION!  

 

 ñIn the process of recovery one cannot hope to 

alter history. 

 God, who is omniscient and controls the past, 

present and future, however, can so alter the present 

that the pain is removed from the past.ò     

          N. Rocky  
 

  

 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments about 

this article, please contact: 

 

Nancy Miles, P.O. Box 324, DeSoto  IL 62924 



Aaron McClain  

WEBHOST  

1-573-759-6925 

aaron.mcclain@hotmail.com 

              JOIN US!!!!  
LIVE AUDIO SABBATH SERVICES & FRIDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  

 

   Join us by calling: 1-304-848-6940 

     When the recording begins enter: 1699932 
  (This is a toll call unless you have unlimited long distance, use a cell phone, or use a calling card.) 

 

  BIBLE STUDY - begins at 8 P.M. on Fridays  & Mondays at 7 P.M.  
(Bible Study is approximately 30-45 minutes long.) 

           Bible Study Hosts: Stephen Hicks and/or Tom Shadoin 
 

SABBATH SERVICES - (For dates & times See Page 5.  Look for '  for Live Audio.) 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES  

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:  

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 

of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28: 19,20 
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Local Contacts: 
 

John & Jeana Booth:  

(660)-890-2512 
 

All services are being 

held in Harrisonville, 

Mo. 
  

Please see Page 5  

for details. 

 

“Working  

together 

in one accord  

to spread the  

Gospel of the  

Kingdom of God  

to the World.” 

                Kansas City 

                Church of God  

                  Ministries Website 

 

 

 
 

 

www.kansascitychurchofgod.org 

or: www.kccogm.org  
 
 

LISTEN TO AND DOWNLOAD:  

 Bible Studies & Audio Sermons. 

See the Monthly Newsletter in Color. 

 

 

 

Local Host: 

Tom Shadoin  

(785)-233-5905 
 

Tom also hosts a 

Bible Study on Monday  

evenings at 7PM        
 

Service on the 2nd Saturday of Every Month.  

See Page 5 for details. 

Everyone’s Welcome. 

 

 

Local Minister & Hosts 

Wendell & Bettie Yeary 
 

Phone:  
 

1-618-252-3176 
  
 

 

E-mail: bets12@galaxycable.net 
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(Continued from Page 3) honest with God.  Jesus continu-

ally warned His disciples about not letting their hearts 

become hardened.  Mark 8:15-18 ñAnd he charged 

them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the 

Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.  And they rea-

soned among themselves, saying, It is because we have 

no bread. And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, 

Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye 

not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet 

hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, 

hear ye not? and do ye not remember?ò 

 Now this hardening of their hearts wasnôt de-

scribing a bitterness towards God, but it was describing 

more of an attitude the disciples were falling into.  In 

other words, the things they had been seeing Jesus do, 

wasnôt important enough for them to remember and to 

remain excited about.  They had seen a lot more mira-

cles then what are spoken of in the Gospels.  In fact, 

this may have been the cause of what Jesus was de-

scribing to them.  He wanted them to remember and 

hold fast to everything that He had done and what He 

was trying to teach them.   

 It is very easy for us to fall into an attitude of 

saying, ñOh, itôs just another Sabbath,ò or ñItôs the 

same thing Iôve heard time and time again,ò or ñNot 

another Bible study!ò  I have personally heard all of 

these and more.  

 We cannot let our hearts become hardened to-

wards those things that bring us closer to God and that 

help us in our daily walks of faith.   

 It should be our    (Continued on Last Page.)   
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heartôs desire to be among other believerôs on the Sabbath and other Holy Days, to rejoice before God, to eagerly desire to 

hear His Word and to feed upon every bit of knowledge God offers us.  It only takes a change of heart, a change of our atti-

tude and a desire to love God and serve Him with every part of ourselves.   

 Anyone can play Church.  In fact, thatôs what is know as a hypocrite.  Matthew 15:7-8 ñYe hypocrites, well did 

Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 

lips; but their heart is far from me.ò 
 When Jesus called the Pharisees and the scribes hypocrites, He was calling them a bunch of actors. They were just 

putting on a show for those around them trying to look godly, but the truth was that their hearts were far from God.   

 I know that there will be some who will read this article and will be offended by what I have written.  I will never 

apologize for speaking the truth of God, because if I donôt warn you then I will be held accountable for not warning you.   

 There will be some who will read this and say, ñItôs not talking about me,ò and they will go right on playing Church 

or playing the role of child of God.   There will also be some who will read this and they will know that they havenôt given 

everything that they could to God, because none of us have, and they will desire to change.  Praise God for those who will 

desire that change.    

 Pray and ask God to search your heart and to show you those things in your life that you need to change.  David did 

just that.  Psalm 139:23-24 ñSearch me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there 

be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.ò 
 Brethren, times are getting hard and they will continue to get harder up until the return of our Lord and Savior.  We 

need to be taking advantage of every opportunity that we have been given to rejoice before God, to read and study His Word 

and to have fellowship with other believers.  Who knows if one day we may not be able to have the freedoms we have today.  

Our travel may be restricted and we may not be able to communicate easily with one another.  We just donôt know, so we 

should never take for granted those things that God makes available to us, because if and when they are ever taken from us, I 

guarantee we will desire them then.   

 Whether you fellowship with us, or with another of the many Churches of God, take advantage of everything that is 

available to you, if you can, so that you can continue to grow in your faith and love towards God and as you do this watch 

and see if God doesnôt increase the blessings in your life and see if He doesnôt help you to find peace in this troubled world. 
END 


