
“And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he 

said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM 

hath sent me unto you.  And God said moreover unto Moses, 

Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD 

God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is 

my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all genera-

tions.ò 

Exodus 3:14-15 KJV 

GODôS HOLY DAYS 

2010 
 

March 29th 

Lordôs Supper 

(observed evening before at  

Sundown ) 
 

March 30th ïApril 5th 

Feast of Unleavened Bread*  
 

May 23rd 

 Pentecost* 
 

September 9th  

Feast of Trumpets* 
 

September 18th 

Day of Atonement* 
 

September 23rd-29th 

Feast of Tabernacles* 
 

September 30th 

Last Great Day* 

*begins evening before 
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     ñBe still, and know that 

I am God: I will be exalted 

among the heathen, I will be 

exalted in the earth.ò  

Psalm 42:10 
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THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD 
 

     Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
 

     Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 

any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 

is in the water under the earth. 
 

     Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 

Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 

the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 

commandments. 
 

     Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the 

Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
 

     Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

     Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work. 

     But the seventh day is the Sabbath to the Lord thy God; in it thou 

shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manser-

vant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 

thy gates: 

     For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 

that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed 

the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 
 

     Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon 

the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
 

     Thou shalt not kill. 
 

     Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
 

     Thou shalt not steal. 
 

     Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
 

     Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 

nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s. 

Exodus 20:3-17 

      

“We will go where the Spirit of 

God leads, and teach the Good 

News of the coming Kingdom 

of God.” 

ñBlessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the 

LORD.  Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him 

with the whole heart.  They also do no iniquity: they walk in his 

ways.  Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. O 

that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!  Then shall I not be 

ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.ò  

Psalm 119:1-6 

 

     ñIt is better to trust in the 

LORD than to put confidence 

in man.ò Psalm 118:8 
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PRAYERS & PRAISES TO GOD 
 

If God has answered your prayers, let us know so we 

can give Him the praise that He deserves. 
 

 

1. Alan Perry.  The doctors recently found a cancer 

on his nose.  It was removed and the doctors said 

that they are 99% sure that they got all of it.  Alan 

wants to thank God for healing and for everyoneôs 

prayers.  Alan is asking for continued prayer that 

his nose will heal up from the surgery.  

2. Glenda Minnick. She is doing much better. 

3. Jack Downard. He is over his cold.  

4. Robbie Haffner: He was hit by a car and is now 

doing well.  

5. Teresa Hicks. The doctor reports that her eye 

pressures have returned to a safe level.  

6. The Perry family wants to give praise for God 

helping Ryan and Alana to get through their first 

semesters of college with high marks.  

7. Mary Baker. Had bronchitis and is reportedly 

doing much better now.  

MORE PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 We will list all requests for one month unless we 

are notified to keep them on longer.   It is very important 

that we are kept updated on progress.  
  

           

1. Pray for all of Godôs Churches & ministers. 

2. Berlin Shropshire (Jeana Booths grandfather). 

His mind is nearly gone. 

3. Loreene Bennett: (Jeanaôs grandmother) Has 

Alzheimerôs. She recently had another stroke. 

4. Pray for our brethren in the Philippines that 

they will be protected from any effects of the vol-

cano that is erupting several miles south of them. 

5. Helen Curran. Helen has been in a rest home for 

some time with Alzheimer's now and Norman 

says that they have brought in hospice to make 

her comfortable.   

6. Sasha Petrovic. Pray that God will watch over 

him in Serbia.  There is a lot of turmoil there. 

7. Pray for our brethren in Trinidad & Tobago 

and in Central Africa.  

8. Chelsey Lester.  Pray that she will receive and 

accept the help she needs to overcome an addic-

tion.  

9. Jeana Boothôs nieces new born baby Elizabeth 

has been moved to another hospital because they 

believe that she has a hole in her heart.  

10. Mary Starbuck. Needs continued healing for her 

leg. 

11. Stephanie Downard. Having some breathing 

problems. 

12.  Mary Lewis. She is recovering from a fall.  Pray 

for her family that is dealing with cancer. 

13. Verna & Clyde Walker.  They are fighting the 

flu. 

14. Marlene Brown. Extremely high blood pressure. 

15. Alana Perry. She is recovering from having her 

gall bladder removed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 

man is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

ñThank You for Your Prayers!ò 

Entered Into Rest 

12-18-09 

 

Ms. Jacqueline Bryant 

 

 Ms. (Jackie) Bryant attended ser-

vices in Kansas City, Mo. Before mov-

ing to Colorado Springs, CO., to live 

with her son.   

 She was fighting against several 

health conditions and her son said that 

her health began to deteriorate rapidly in 

the last few months.   

 

 Please pray for comfort and sup-

port for her family.    
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Stephen & Teresa Hicks 

(816) 380-7821 
 

E-mail Address: 

goodnewsminister@earthlink.net 

As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 

  

difference between how Vashti approached the King and 

how Esther did.  Vashti, whose name means, ñbeautiful 

one,ò had been queen for quite a period of time before her 

fateful night.  Living in the palace, she had become accus-

tomed to life as a queen being waited on, pampered and al-

ways having her way.  She had also become familiar with 

the King and this familiarity resulted in her developing a 

casual attitude toward the Kingôs majestic reign.  Eventu-

ally, this familiarity made her flippant toward his command 

even to the point where she thought it was alright to say no 

to the King. 

 While she might have had grounds to petition the 

King to reconsider his demeaning command, she had no 

right to just say no to the sovereign King.  But, that was just 

what she decided to do and it was the last decision she 

would ever make as queen. 

 ñOn the seventh day, when the heart of the King 

was merry with wine, he commanded seven eunuchs 

who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus to bring 

Queen Vashti before the King wearing her royal crown, 

in order to show her beauty to the people and the offi-

cials, for she was beautiful to behold.  But Queen Vashti 

refused to come at the Kingôs command brought by his 

eunuchs; therefore the King was furious and his anger 

burned within him.ò  Esther1:10-12 

 Vashti didnôt just deny her husbandôs request, she 

said ñnoò to the order of the King.  Somehow her familiarity 

had caused her to forget the absolute, supreme sovereignty 

of King Ahasuerus.  This was far more then saying, ñNot 

tonight honey.ò  The King who ruled everything for more 

than a thousand miles in every direction had commanded 

her into his presence.  Anything but immediate acquies-

cence to his decree was to show contempt and questioned 

his absolute authority.   

 The scriptures tell us that her flat out refusal to the 

Kingôs command was seen by the King and his advisors as 

despising the King and showing him contempt. (verses 17 

& 18) 

 Truly for Vashti, familiarity had budded contempt. 

 ñThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowl-

edge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.ò 

Proverbs 1:7; Psalm 111:10 

 ñWith familiarity we lose perspective.ò 

 When Vashti first became queen, she must 

have been overwhelmed by the favor she had attained 

in arising to such a height.  She was now the wife of 

King Ahasuerus, the ruler of Persia, Babylon, Egypt 

and beyond.  He was arguably the most powerful man 

in the entire world.  How small she must have felt in-

side, next to this all powerful ruler. But, it is funny 

how time changes things. 

 What once seemed extraordinary and luxurious 

soon became common and ex- (Continued on Page 9) 

ñwith 

familiarity 

fear 

fades.ò 

Greetings brethren! 

 Our brother in Christ in the Philippines, 

Mr. Nestor Janier, sent me this article titled ñThe 

Fear of the Lord.ò  It gives a great reminder that 

we should always remember our place as we do 

the Work of God here on the earth and not forget 

ourselves, thinking that since we are a part of 

Godôs Church that we can do anything we please 

and not obey our Heavenly Father when we are 

told or shown that we should do something for 

Him.   God bless you all!   Stephen 

 

The Fear of the Lord 
By Mr. Nestor Janier, Philippines 

 
 Obedience brings honor of God and it is because 

of the fear of the Lord. 

 ñLet us hear the conclusion of the whole mat-

ter; fear God and keep His commandments; for this is 

the whole duty of man.ò Ecclesiastes 12:13ò 

 In the book of Esther, both Vashti and Esther 

wanted to have something that was important to them that 

went against the edict of the King.  Vashti did not want to 

have to go to the banqueting hall and be paraded around 

like a prize in front of the Kingôs inebriated friends and 

colleagues.  Esther wanted the judgment against the Jew-

ish people rescinded.  Neither request was unwarranted.  

In fact, both requests were good and reasonable. No re-

spectable woman wants to be perceived as a trophy wife 

to be shown off like a pet before a drunken crowd.  And 

no one in their right mind would sit idly by and watch all 

of their people be destroyed and their life put in peril. 

 But, the stark difference in their results was due, 

at least in part, to the very different way in which they 

were presented.  ñThe fear of the Lord prolongeth 

days, but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.ò 

Proverbs 10:27 

 ñwith familiarity fear fades.ò 

 As we look at the biblical record, we see vast 
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1. Samuel 

(1Sam.1:8-10) 

2. Tirzah 

(1Kgs14:17) 

3. Zimri 

(1Kg16:15,18) 

4. Tirhakah 

(2Kgs19:9) 

5. Ahab 

(1Kgs.16:29-

33) 

6. Hoshea 

(2Kgs.17:4) 

7. Sihon 

(Num.21:21-

26) 

8. Ahab 

(1Kgs.18:17) 

9. Hazael 

(1Kgs.19:15) 

10. Manasseh 

(2Chr.33:10-

13) 

11. Ahab 

(1Kgs.22:17) 

12. Jehoshaphat 

(1Kgs.22:48) 

13. Ahaziah 

(2Kgs.1:2) 

14. Mesha 

(2Kgs.3:4) 

15. The king of 

Edom 

(Num.20:14-

20) 

16. Jehoiakim 

(Jer. 26:20-23) 

17. Hazael (2Kgs. 

8:15) 

18. Jehoram 

(2Kgs.8:16-

18) 

19. Darius (Dan. 

5:31) 

ANSWERS TO LAST 

MONTHS PUZZLE JUST FOR FUN! 
The following trivia questions will be a mix of easy, fairly easy, hard, which may or may not be 

challenging.  Please donôt be discouraged if you donôt know some of the answers, just challenge 

yourself to learn.  All answers will be published in the next monthôs newsletter. 
 

 
 

1. Who told Pilate that a worrisome dream made it clear that Pilate was to have nothing 

to do with Jesus? 

 

 

2. According to one Old Testament prophet, there will come a day when young men will 

see visions and old men will dream dreams. Which prophet? 

 

 

3. Who repeats the words of this prophet in an early Christian sermon? 

 

 

4. Joseph, Maryôs husband, was warned in his dreams to do four things. What? 

 

 

5. In Nebuchadnezzarôs famous tree dream, who is symbolized by the majestic tree that 

is cut down? 

 

 

6. Daniel had a dream of four beasts rising out of the sea. What did they look like? 

 

 

7. In Nebuchadnezzarôs dream of the statue, what four metals are mentioned as compos-

ing the statue? 

 

 

8. One of Gideonôs soldiers dreamed of a Midianite tent being overturned by an unlikely 

object. What was it? 

 

 

9. When God Came to the young Solomon in a dream and asked him what he desired, 

What did Solomon ask for? 

 

 

10. What three Egyptian officials did Joseph interpret dreams for? 

 

 

11. God protected Jacob by sending a dream of warning that Jacob should not be pursued 

or harmed. Who received this dream? 

 

 

12. Who irritated his brothers by telling them of his dreams? 

 

 

13.  Who slept on a stone pillow at Bethel and had a dream of a stairway to heaven? 
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JANUARY 2010 
 

 

January 2nd - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building 
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

January 9th - Sabbath Service, 1:30 P.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Topeka & Shawnee County Library 
1515 SW 10th Ave. 

Topeka, Kansas 66604 

1-785-580-4495 
 

 

January 16th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building 
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

January 23rd - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building 
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

January 30th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building 
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 
 

 

 
 

'  Live Audio Broadcast 

 

FEBRUARY 2010 
 

 

 

February 6th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building 
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

 

 

 

February 13th - Sabbath Service, 1:30 P.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Topeka & Shawnee County Library 
1515 SW 10th Ave. 

Topeka, Kansas 66604 

1-785-580-4495 
 

 

 

 

 

February 20th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building 
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

 

 

February 27th - Sabbath Service, 11 A.M. 
'Godôs Word presented by Stephen Hicks 

Optimist Building 
109 N. Lexington St. 

Harrisonville, Mo. 64701 

816-380-7821 
 

 

 

 

Times, Locations & Speakers are subject to change. All 

changes will be posted on the K.C. website.  

For directions to any of these locations call the  

numbers listed, call 816-380-7821, or if you have internet ac-

cess you can get directions at: 

www.mapquest.com 
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A Taxing Question  
by Tom Shadoin 

  

      Several years ago Red Roof Inn featured a TV commercial with Martin Mull and an associate of his. 

"Well," says Mull's friend, "we know for sure two things are certain- death and taxes." 

      "Oh, not so," Mull responds, "the state of New Hampshire has NO state income tax, so taxes AREN'T a 

sure thing." 

      "Then what about death?" replies his friend?  

      "What about Elvis?" Mull fires back.  

      Itôs a funny commercial for sure and Mull goes on to make his point that Red Roof Inn prices are a certain 

thing too.  But in fact we all know that death and taxes ARE a certain thing in this life and that neither can be 

avoided.  The latter issue- namely taxes- is the issue we'll take up in this article. 

      I'm reliably told that some of our brethren in some of the Churches of God groups have some rather crea-

tive and unusual theories as to why they should NOT pay taxes. To my knowledge none of those ideas are based 

on God's Word but rather on legal and constitutional theories rooted ONLY in Man's law. While our commen-

tary articles are concerned with our relationship to God and HIS word, I will also touch briefly on the ideas put 

forth, too, about man's laws in regard to this matter. 

      Some of our brethren may consider themselves constitutional scholars on the question of taxes. How-

ever I want to remind anyone who thinks he knows the law, in regards to taxes, of the old saying that, ñhe who 

represents himself in law has a fool for counsel.ò 

 I could sum up what I learned in three years of law school about the subject, and that is PAY YOUR 

TAXES! About 50 miles from where I live is a facility where some self-styled tax evasion experts are now resid-

ing, and its Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary.  Not a good place to mark time.  

Enough said from man's point of view I hope.  Now let's see what God's Word has to say about the issue 

of paying taxes.   

      First of all let's be clear about one thing and that is that the payment of taxes is not always easy and often 

is not fair. Jesus Christ pointed that out in the book of Matthew. 

  

      Matthew 17:24-26: ñWhen they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax came to 

Peter and said, "Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?" he said, "Yes." And when he had come into 

the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, "What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the 

earth take customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?" Peter said to Him, "From strangers." Je-

sus said to him, Then the sons are free.ò 

  

      Often throughout history, conquered nations, such as Israel was at that time, have had to pay a heavy tax 

to support those who have conquered them. As we read on in the above text, however, we see 

that notwithstanding the unfairness, Jesus DID pay the tax.  

  

      Matthew 17:27: ñNevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish 

that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and 

give it to them for me and you." 

  

      Jesus paid the tax, even though, being God incarnate- that is, in person- He had every right NOT to pay 

the tax, and in fact, to COLLECT the tax Himself had He so desired. The same would have gone for His disci-

ples. But read again what Jesus said in verse 27 above: 

  

      Matthew 17:27: "Nevertheless, lest we offend them..." 

  

      Brethren Jesus as I said had every RIGHT not to pay the tax, and I'm not suggesting that we, as Chris-

tians, never stand up for our rights.  But, we need to choose our battles carefully.  We are to be a LIGHT to the 

world and like SALT to the sin sick world around us.                             (Continued on next Page)  
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      Matthew 5:13-14: ñYou are the salt of the 

earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be 

seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be 

thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You 

are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 

cannot be hidden.ò 

  

      We are to be an example of the way of life we 

claim to represent. And that is why we need to also be 

good citizens no matter how much of a mess the society 

around us turns into.  That is why the Apostle Paul re-

fers to us as AMBASSADORS for Christ. 

  

      2 Corinthians 5:20: ñNow then, we are ambas-

sadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 

through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be 

reconciled to God.ò 

  

      Do not make the mistake of thinking brethren 

that we can use man's methods- legal, constitutional, or 

otherwise to straighten out Satan's world.  In fact, I 

have heard attempting such a thing as to be comparable 

to trying to rearrange the deck chairs on the Titanic!  

Jesus Christ will see to setting all things straight when 

He returns. Peter reminds us not to set our hearts on the 

things of the world, and that includes money, in his 

wonderful epistle. 

  

      2 Peter 3:10-13: ñBut the day of the Lord will 

come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens 

will pass away with a great noise, and the elements 

will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the 

works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, 

since all these things will be dissolved, what manner 

of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and god-

liness, looking for and hastening the coming of the 

day of God, because of which the heavens will be 

dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt 

with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His 

promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells. 

  

      What else does God's Word have to say about 

paying taxes? In the book of Matthew we find the fol-

lowing enlightening account: 

  

      Matthew 22:15-22: ñThen the Pharisees went 

and plotted how they might entangle Him in His 

talk.  And they sent to Him their disciples with the 

Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are 

true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You 

  care about anyone, for You do not regard the per-

son of men. Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is 

it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" But Jesus 

perceived their wickedness, and said, "Why do you 

test Me, you hypocrites?  Show me the tax money" 

So they brought Him a denarius. And he said to 

them, "Whose image and inscription is this?" They 

said to Him, "Caesar's" And He said to them, 

"Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Cae-

sar's, and to God the things that are God's." When 

they had heard these words, they marveled, and left 

Him and went their way.ò 

  

      We need to remember here that Jesus was living 

in a nation occupied by a foreign power, namely the Ro-

man Empire and much of the tax money collected by 

Rome was going for the support and benefit of that 

sometimes brutal power. Also, clearly fairness was often 

not present in the collection of those taxes.  In Luke 19 

the tax collector Zacchaeus was brought to conversion 

by Jesus.  Note that Zacchaeus indicates that in fact in 

verse 8:  

  

      Luke 19:8: ñThen Zacchaeus stood and said to 

the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the 

poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by 

false accusation, I restore fourfold." 

  

      The tax collectors of Jesus' day not only often 

collected TOO MUCH in taxes, but could use Roman 

soldiers to back them up.  Yet, as we see in Jesus' exam-

ple, we are STILL to be subject to the ruling authority. 

The Apostle Paul commented on this in Romans 13: 

      Romans 13:1-7: ñLet every soul be subject to 

the governing authorities. For there is 

no authority except from God: and they that ex-

ist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists 

the authority, resists the ordinance of God, and those 

who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For 

rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do 

you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is 

good, and you will have praise of the same. For he 

is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, 

be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for 

he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on 

him who practices evil. Therefore you must be sub-

ject, not only because of wrath, but also for con-

science' sake. For because of this you also pay taxes, 

for they are God's ministers attending continually to 

this very thing. Render therefore to all their 

due: taxes to whom taxes    (Continued on Last Page) 



Aaron McClain 

WEBHOST  

1-573-759-6925 

              JOIN US!!!! 
LIVE AUDIO SABBATH SERVICES & FRIDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

 

   Join us by calling: 1-304-848-6940 

     When the recording begins enter: 1699932 
  (This is a toll call unless you have unlimited long distance, use a cell phone, or use a calling card.) 

 

  BIBLE STUDY - begins at 8 P.M. on Fridays  & Mondays at 7 P.M.  
(Bible Study is approximately 30-45 minutes long.) 

           Bible Study Hosts: Stephen Hicks and/or Tom Shadoin 
 

SABBATH SERVICES - (For dates & times See Page 5.  Look for '  for Live Audio.) 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES  

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:  

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 

of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28: 19,20 
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Local Contacts: 
 

John & Jeana Booth:  

(660)-890-2512 
 

All services are being 

held in Harrisonville, 

Mo. 
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Kingdom of God  
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                Kansas City 

                Church of God  
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Local Host: 

Tom Shadoin  

(785)-233-5905 
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Bible Study on Monday  

evenings at 7PM        
 

Service on the 2nd Saturday of Every Month.  

See Page 5 for details. 

Everyone’s Welcome. 

 

 

Local Minister & Hosts 

Wendell & Bettie Yeary 
 

Phone:  
 

1-618-252-3176 
  
 

 

E-mail: bets12@galaxycable.net 
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people more than he feared God, because the favor God had 

shown him was turning into pride. 

 In a few short years Saul turned from thinking, 

ñWho am I to be King,ò (little in his own eyes) to thinking, 

ñIôm the King, who does God think He is telling me what to 

do and making me wait?ò   

 We must learn this important lesson from the lives 

of Vashti and Saul.  Even if you are royalty and given much, 

do not lose humility.  The results can be deadly.  

 Similarly, even though we are the bride of Christ, 

betrothed to the King over all kings, we must never forget 

that we have come from the place of being humble sinners.   

 It is only by the mercy and grace of God that we 

have inherited the privilege of being made like Him. 

 Yes, humility will help us to remember that while 

we have been made in the image of God.  He is still God.   

Humility is the vaccine that will immunize us, pro-

tecting us from the deadly pride that causes us to lose the 

FEAR OF THE LORD.  

In Proverbs 22:4 ñHumility and the fear of the Lord, 

bring honor, wealth and life.ò   

This verse contains an awesome promise.  What 

could you desire that is not contained in this promise?  

Think about how our society seeks after honor, wealth and 

life, yet, God has promised to give this to us.  

The way to the promise is guarded by two condi-

tions.  First is humility and second is the fear of the Lord.  

These twin towers of godly character hold open the door 

through which the blessings of God flow into our lives. END 
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expected.  Over time, familiarity made the King seem far 

less powerful and intimidating, and pride began to make 

Vashti see herself as much more than she had ever realized 

before.  Vashti perceived herself as equal, or nearly equal to 

the King. 

 The same thing happens in the spiritual realm.  

Those who become accustomed to the Lordôs blessings and 

become overly familiar with the Lord, often end up in pride-

ful disobedience to Him. 

 King Saul went from appearing smaller than he was 

in his own eyes to seeing himself as more than he was when 

he disobeyed the Lord by not completely destroying the 

Amalekites and their possessions. 

 ñSo Samuel said, when you were little in our own 

eyes, were not head of the tribes of Israel? And did not 

the Lord anoint you King over Israel? Why then did you 

not obey the voice of the Lord?ò 1 Samuel 15:17-19 
 This was not the first time Saul knowingly dis-

obeyed the Lord.  In Samuel 13 Saul makes an unlawful sac-

rifice to the Lord because the prophet Samuel had not come 

and the people were beginning to scatter.  Saul feared the  
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I might add, too, that paying taxes means paying ALL our taxes due and that includes for money paid 

"under the table" as the expression goes too. Brethren, that very expression insinuates dishonesty and lying. And, 

as God says repeatedly in His Word, there is no room for that in the life of a Christian.  In the list of so-called 

"seven deadly sins" the seven things God hates, we see lying mentioned. 
  

      Prov. 6:16-17: ñThese six things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven are an abomination unto Him: 

     (17) a proud look, a LYING TONGUE......ò (emphasis mine) 
  

      ALL wages earned, including any goods or property given for payment in the place of money is to be re-

ported and taxed too.  In fact, the IRS calls that "barter," and it is to be reported at what they call fair market value.  

See the IRS or your tax advisor for any needed explanation. 

      As I said earlier brethren, paying taxes is not always easy or fair.  But, clearly we know that no matter how 

we are treated or mistreated by the civil authorities God will supply all our needs.  
  

      Philippians 4:19: ñBut my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus.ò 
  

      This world and its governments will soon pass away and then there will arise a Godly rule on this earth 

where fairness and plentiful blessings will be here for all.  

     May God speed that day! 
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